	Late-April – June
	Margaret’s Garden
	http://www.herndonirisgarden.com/
Directions: http://www.herndonirisgarden.com/Directions.html 
Nested in the suburbs of Fairfax County, Virgina, on the Herndon-Reston border, lies a natural treasure called Margaret's Gardens.  For the last 40 years Margaret Thomas has opened her magical gardens for the public to enjoy.  A community of photographers, painters, school groups and local education classes have been welcomed to explore the grounds of her beautiful property.  

Margaret's Gardens is the last open space in this increasingly congested part of Fairfax County, and a much needed oasis for locals to relax and commune with nature.  Margaret, after her long service to the community, is taking steps to preserve this five acre treasured 
landmark.  Along with a large community of supporters, the effort to save the gardens is underway.

	May – September
	Brookside Gardens
	http://www.mcparkandplanning.org/brookside/wings_of_fancy.shtm

Hours and Directions: http://www.mcparkandplanning.org/brookside/visit_hours_directions.shtm 

	June
	Lake Anna Winery – Renaissance Festival
	http://lawinery.com/ 
The winery has a Renaissance Festival on property.. in addition, you have access to the lake (a bit more of a drive), but lots of opportunities for shooting in this area.

	June 13-14
	Celtic Festival
	http://www.potomaccelticfest.org/
Directions: http://www.potomaccelticfest.org/directions.html 

	June 20
	Harpers Ferry, WV
	Harpers Ferry Outdoor Festival and Tim Gavin River Race Weekend
http://www.harpersferryoutdoorfestival.org/blog/
Harpers Ferry would be a great excursion at any time… 

	June
	Huntley Meadows
	Huntley Meadows Park & Visitor Center
3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria
703-768-2525
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/ 
Nestled in Fairfax County's Hybla Valley, Huntley Meadows Park is a rich, natural island in the suburban sea of Northern Virginia. Its 1,425 acres harbor majestic forests, wildflower-speckled meadows and vast wetlands bursting with life.
Some of the best wildlife watching in the Washington metropolitan area is enjoyed here. From the ½ mile wetland boardwalk trail and observation tower, people have excellent views of beavers, frogs, dragonflies and herons. Huntley Meadows is well known as a prime birding spot, with over 200 species identified in the park. 

	July 3, 4 and 5th
	Gettysburg, PA
	Civil War Re-enactments http://www.gettysburgaddress.com/HTMLS/Reenact.html 

	July 11, 12
	West Virginia
	Rich Mountain
http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6677 

	July 17, 18
	West Virginia
	Laurel Hill Re-enactment
http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6537 

	July 18, 19
	Maryland
	Union Mills Homestead Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6537 and
General Meade’s Pipe Creek Line Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6401 

	Mid-June – Mid-July
	Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens
	Where Water and Land Touch
In an age old dance land, water, and wind combine at Kenilworth Park, Aquatic Gardens, and Marsh. Sparkling in the sun on a breezy day, this natural area of Anacostia Park has origins in a 1926 act authorizing parks to preserve forests and natural scenery. The park reflects the history of the nation's rivers and wetlands. Come, join the dance.
Directions: http://www.nps.gov/keaq/planyourvisit/directions.htm 

	Mid-June – Mid-July
	Lily Pons
	http://www.lilypons.com/
6800 Lily Pons Road, Adamstown, MD 21710

	Mid-June – Mid-July
	Seven Oaks Lavender Farm
	http://www.sevenoakslavenderfarm.com/ 
Street Address:  8769 Old Dumfries Rd. Catlett, VA 20119 (540) 788-4352 or 540-788-4257
8769--see the Seven Oaks Lavender Farm sign.  There is parking along the lower drive this year and you may walk past the lavender shop up to the field in front of the gray Cape Cod house.  There will be a port-o-potty available.   Please approach slowly up the drive as there are often children running around.
From Manassas/Northern Virginia:  (Rt. 66 West to Rt. 234 South--not business but the sign says Prince Williams Parkway--Manassas/Dumfries-- to Rt. 28 South)  Take Rt. 28 to the light at Catlett and turn right on Old Dumfries Rd.  We are exactly 2 miles on the right.  The entrance is 8795 or 8769 Old Dumfries Rd.
 

	Mid-July to Early August
	Dunbarton Oaks, DC
	Directions: http://www.doaks.org/about/map_directions_parking.html 
Located in residential Georgetown, DC. Gardens are closed during inclement weather, federal holidays and on Christmas Eve. Admission is $8 for adults, $5 for children and seniors. Commercial photography is not allowed. 

	Mid-July to Early August
	McKee Besher WMA - Sunflowers
	The first is located just off River Road at the first parking lot for Mc-Kee Beshers. The second field is on Sycamore Landing Road, just south of River Road. You’ll need to park along the side of the road for the second field since there isn’t a convenient parking lot. Each field covers a few acres.

	June – August
	Ida Lee Park
	Directions: http://www.leesburgva.gov/index.aspx?page=463 
Near the heart of old town Leesburg, great day of shooting and lunch!

	June – all year
	Great Falls, VA and MD
	Directions and information: http://www.nps.gov/grfa/ 
Beautiful all year. Easy access from both VA and MD. 

	June – August
	Oatlands, VA
	http://www.oatlands.org/  - Oatlands is beautiful throughout the year.
Directions: http://www.oatlands.org/contactus/index.asp 

	July 10-12
	Great Falls, MD
	Potomac Whitewater Festival
http://www.canoecruisers.org/cca_messageboard/viewtopic.php?f=2&p=342

	August 7, 8
	PA
	Yellow House Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6420 

	August 8, 9 
	MD
	Retreat from Gettysburg Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6422 

	August 14-16
	PA
	Battle of Mitchell’s Creek Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6426 

	Late summer
	Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge, GA/No. FL
	Website: http://www.fws.gov/okefenokee/
General info: http://www.fws.gov/okefenokee/Okefenokee%20at%20a%20Glance%20webpage.pdf

	Late summer
	MD
	Fort Frederick, calendar of events: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/Fort_Frederick_2009_Events.pdf 

	September
	Huntley Meadows
	 

	September 11-13
	PA
	Colonial Plantation at Ridley Creek Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6730 

	September 19-20
	VA
	Stanardsville Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6747 

	October 2-4
	MD
	Rising Sun Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6488 

	October 8-9
	WV
	Bulltown near Burnsville Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6690 

	October 16-16
	Long Branch, VA
	Hot Air Balloon Festival – Long Branch http://www.historiclongbranch.com/balloonfest/

	October 17-18
	VA
	Battle of Cedar Creek Re-enactment http://www.civilwarnews.com/calendar/calendar.cfm?action=display&id=6496 

	October
	Bombay Hook – Cape May
	Schedule of Wildlife – which is plentiful - http://www.fws.gov/northeast/bombayhook/naturecalendar.html 
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge 
2591 Whitehall Neck Road 
Smyrna, DE 19977

	October
	VA
	Shenandoah – various hiking trails and falls. See link for info: http://www.hikingupward.com/SNP/OldRag/ 
This area could be visited in any month.

	October
	Edgar J Kaufmann House, Mill Run, PA
	http://www.abbeville.com/interiors.asp?ISBN=0789202271&CaptionNumber=03 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s architecture, surrounded by deep forests. 


	October, Tuesday before Halloween
	Dupont Circle, DC
	High Heel Drag Race… http://godc.about.com/od/annualevents/p/highheelrace.htm 
Hilarious event!

	October – Winter 
	PA/VA/MD
	Covered bridges tour and foliage

	November
	Prime Hook, MD
	http://www.friendsofprimehook.org/index.htm 
Directions: http://www.friendsofprimehook.org/directions.htm 

	November
	Chincoteague – Okefenokee Swamp
	http://www.stateparks.com/chincoteague.html
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge
8231 Beach Road
Chincoteague, Virginia   23336
Schedule of Wildlife - http://www.fws.gov/northeast/chinco/calendar.htm#Wildlife%20Calendar 

	December
	Conowingo – Blackwater
	http://www.fws.gov/blackwater/ 
Schedule of Wildlife - http://www.fws.gov/blackwater/wcalendar.html 
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
2145 Key Wallace Drive
Cambridge, MD 21613

	January
	Conowingo – Blackwater
	 

	February
	Blackwater Falls
	http://www.blackwaterfalls.com/ 
Map: http://www.blackwaterfalls.com/location.htm 

	March
	 MD
	 Cunningham Falls – more water in the early spring http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/western/cunninghamfalls.html 

	March
	DC
	The Mall and Tidal Basin, pre-cherry blossoms, daffodils and tulips

	March
	MD
	Blackwater

	March, full moon
	VA/DC
	Vernal Equinox – alignment of full moon with Monuments

	April
	Riverbend Park, VA
	VA Blue Bells - http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/ 
Directions: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/directions.htm 
Event Calendar: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend/calendar.htm 

	April
	Cherry Blossom – The Mall – DC
	 

	May
	Huntley Meadows
	

	May and June full moons
	Delaware
	Horseshoe Crabs – Information: http://www.virtualbirder.com/vbirder/realbirds/dbhsc/SBMigration.html 

	
	
	

	
	
	


 

